Results of psychometric testing of the RADS-2 with school-based adolescents seeking assistance for sexual orientation and gender identity concerns. Part 2: Research brief.
First-stage measures of depressive symptoms need to demonstrate high levels of accuracy in capturing all the facets of depressive illness in order to be maximally useful for nurses performing psychosocial assessments and for nurse researchers. Reliability, validity, and factor analysis testing were conducted on the Reynolds Adolescent Depression Scale (RADS-2). Factor analysis testing examined each item of the instrument to identify the clinical characteristic it measures as well as the broad profiles of symptoms the instrument reveals. Four factors were identified and all appear to demonstrate adequate internal consistency reliability. Psychometric results demonstrate a firm foundation for nursing clinical and research uses for the RADS-2.